8                  ACCOUNT OP THE CONDUCT, &C.

This is a character so different from all those that have
been, hitherto, given of this celebrated princess, that the
reader stands in suspense, till he considers the inconsist-
encies in human conduct, remembers that no virtue is
without its weakness, and considers that queen Mary's
character has, hitherto, had this great advantage, that it
has only been compared with those of kings.

The greatest number of the letters inserted in this ac-
count, were written by queen Anne, of which it may be
truly observed, that they will be equally useful for the
confutation of those who have exalted or depressed her
character. They are written with great purity and cor-
rectness, without any forced expressions, affected phrases,
or unnatural sentiments; and show uncommon clearness of
understanding, tenderness of affection, and rectitude of
intention; but discover, at the same time, a temper timorous,
anxious, and impatient of misfortune; a tendency to burst
into complaints, helpless dependance on the affection of
others, and a weak desire of moving compassion. There
is, indeed, nothing insolent or overbearing; but then there
is nothing great, or firm, or regal; nothing that enforces obe-
dience and respect, or which does not rather invite oppo-
sition and petulance. She seems born for friendship, not
for government; and to be unable to regulate the conduct
of others, otherwise than by her own example.

That this character is just, appears from the occurrences
in her reign, in which the nation was governed, for many
years, by a party whose principles she detested, but whose
influence she knew not how to obviate, and to whose
schemes she was subservient against her inclination.

The charge of tyrannising over her, which was made, by
turns, against each party, proves that, in the opinion of
both, she was easily to be governed; and though it may
be supposed, that the letters here published were selected
with some regard to respect and ceremony, it appears,
plainly enough, from them, that she was what she has been
represented, little more than the slave of the Marlborough
family.